
 HIGH SCHOOL COURSES: 
 

CTE: AGRICULTURE EDUCATION COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
Ag Ed I 

Point Value:  2 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 9th  

Prerequisites: None 

Ag-Ed I is designed to meet the needs of students who are interested in the agriculture industry whether it 

be production or agribusiness oriented.  It is required for first year FFA members.  Skills and topics 

include: the history and scope of agriculture, introductory animal, plant, and soil sciences. They will also 

learn about careers in agriculture and FFA.  Students will also be exposed to a variety of shop activities 

including equipment safety, materials and processing, and welding SMAW processes.  Students will be 

required to participate in a Supervised Agriculture Experience. 

 

Ag Ed II 

Point Value:  2 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 10th  

Prerequisites: None 

Ag-Ed II is designed to meet the needs of both production agriculture and agribusiness oriented students.  

Students will participate in many activities including crop and range management, plant identification, 

sales and service fundamentals, the scientific process, animal anatomy, GPS, and prepared public 

speaking.  Students will continue to participate in a Supervised Agriculture Experience. 

 

Ag Ed III 

Point Value:  3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 11th  

Prerequisites: Ag 1 or Ag 2 

Ag-ED III is a combination of applied sciences, business applications and leadership practices to further 

improve both production agriculture and agribusiness students.  Students will participate in a wide variety 

of activities including agricultural issues and policy, agricultural communications, genetics, job interviews, 

and horticultural sciences.  

Ag Ed IV 

Point Value:  3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 12th  

Prerequisites: Ag 1 or Ag 2 

Ag-Ed IV is designed to meet the needs of students who plan to further their education as well as those 

who plan to seek employment upon graduation.  Students will participate in activities including advanced 

agribusiness, floriculture, small engines, leadership, and career skills.  Students will summarize their SAE 

by applying for their State FFA Degree. 
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Woods & Welding 

Point Value: 2 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisites: Industrial Technology or AG 1 

Woods & Welding includes studying the properties of metals, woods, and composites and using these 

materials to construct usable products. These courses enable students to experience the process of 

translating an idea into a finished product, with instruction in planning, designing, selecting materials, and 

using tools and machines.This will be achieved through practical (“hands-on”) applications while making 

or recognizing the mathematical and scientific connections with the materials and processes utilized in 

many of the applications. 

 

Agriculture Mechanics and Construction 

Point Value: 2 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisites: Industrial Technology or AG 1 

Agriculture Mechanics and Construction course provides students with a basic overview of safety, repair, 

maintenance, and construction involving woodworking, plumbing, electricity, and small gas engines. The 

course will balance classroom instruction with hands-on application of theories and concepts. Students 

will use hand tools and power machinery to complete both required and individual projects. Emphasis will 

be on developing a broad base of skills for the industry. This course also dives deeper in depth of 

student’s comprehension of operations of Oxy-Acetylene, AC and DC power sources, GMAW (MIG), 

welding polarities, heats and electrodes for use in joining various metal alloys by the arc welding process. 

Studies of equipment operation, setup, safety and practice of welding concepts. In addition students will 

learn basic operations and applications of PLASMA Cutters. The course will cover emerging technologies 

with business principles to allow students to apply cutting edge techniques to a wide variety of career 

paths. Students will cover the basic foundation of technical experience in systems management, 

environmental quality, energy efficiency, agricultural construction management, machinery, GIS/GPS 

remote sensing, safety, and irrigation.  In this class, students will investigate the theory and principles of 

building structures from design to final product through the use of a variety of materials, tools, and 

processes related to construction technology. A major element of the course will be the design and 

construction of actual structures. These skills will be applied to a student led project that is approved and 

supervised by the instructor. A review of FFA and related Career Development Events will also be 

included.  

  

Veterinary and Animal Science 

Point Value: 3 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisites: Ag I or Ag II 

Students will receive an overview of the genetics, nutrition, reproduction, and management of livestock 

and recreation species; introduction to animal behavior, animal disease, and biotechnology. Students will 

enhance their understanding of production agriculture through the studies of roles played by special and 

government groups. In addition, Students will study the role of a veterinarian and veterinary technician in 

the diagnosis and treatment of animal diseases. This class will provide a realistic preview of both medical 

work and the academic rigor needed to achieve success in the profession.  Students will engage in 

research, perform a variety of dissections, and carry out real laboratory tests. A review of FFA and related 

Career Development Events will also be included.  

 



Food Production Science 

Point Value: 3 

Course Length: One Semester .5 credit 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisites: None  

 This course is designed for students to understand the fundamental biological, chemical and physical 

scientific principles associated with the study of foods; topics include food composition and nutrition, food 

additives and regulations, food safety and toxicology, food processing, food engineering, food 

biotechnology, product development and sensory evaluation. Students will also cover relevant chemistry 

and functionality of the major food constituents (water, carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, etc.) and study of 

food emulsion systems, acids, enzymes, gels, colors, flavors and toxins. In addition, students will become 

acquainted with the scientific principles involved in the conversion of muscle to meat. The course will 

review the anatomical, physiological, developmental, and biochemical aspects of muscle as a basis for 

understanding its conversion to meat; aspects of fresh and processed meat technology, meat 

preservation, and meat microbiology. A review of FFA and related Career Development Events will also 

be included.  

 

Horticulture and Hydroponics 

Point Value: 2 

Course Length: One Semester .5 credit 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisites: None  

 This course is designed to introduce the student to the basic concepts and skills utilized in horticulture. 

Students will receive an introduction to basic botanical concepts such as morphology, anatomy, 

taxonomy, physiology, genetics, and propagation as they apply to horticulture. Students will use plant 

propagation skills to manage and operate a Greenhouse. Students will understand basic concepts of 

advanced propagation and greenhouse theories. In addition, students will design and implement their 

own hydroponics systems and explore how Aquaculture and Greenhouse operations can co-exist. 

 

Agricultural Independent Study 

Point Value:  

Course Length: One Semester .5 credit 

Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisites: Ag I, Ag II, and Ag III/IV 

 An independent study is a sequence of study that you undertake on your own, rather than a class 

that you take in a traditional high school setting. Instead of relying on a teacher to present the 

material, you work with the teacher to set your own learning objectives before beginning, and you 

pursue your own knowledge through a variety of sources such as textbooks, online lectures, or 

mentorships. Independent studies are often self-designed, so they require focused planning and 

extended forethought well before the start of a new semester. Independent studies are less 

supervised than traditional classes, but students will have the Agricultural Instructor who helps to 

guide their work and offers feedback throughout the semester. The Agricultural Education teacher is  

also the person who will assess your progress during the course and assign you a grade at the end 

of the course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CTE: BUSINESS/TECH APS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

Tech Apps 1 

Point Value:  2 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 9, 10 Required for Graduation 

Prerequisites: none 

Technical Applications provides students with the opportunity to learn about and use computers and 

technology efficiently. Students will cover units on Digital Citizenship which include cyber literacy and 

ethics, internet safety, cyberbullying, social media, and computer threats.Students will become proficient 

with Microsoft Word and Excel. Students will create a cover letter and resume followed by participating in 

an interview process.They will explore their interests and research careers. The final project includes 

researching careers, writing a research paper, creating a PowerPoint presentation, and presenting their 

career choice to the class. 

 

Desktop Publishing 

Point Value:  2 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 10 - 12  

Prerequisites: Tech Apps 1 

The basic elements of design and layout are integrated into this advanced computer course. Students will 

create visually appealing documents such as flyers, brochures, posters, business cards, certificates, 

menus, etc. Students will complete simulations relating to the world of work. Students will gain a working 

knowledge of Microsoft Publisher. 

 

Personal Finance and Business Concepts  

Point Value: 2 points 

Course Length: One year 1 Credit 

Grade Level: 10 - 12 

A high school program developed by Dave Ramsey will be used for the personal finance unit. 

This will cover The Five Foundations: 

1. Save a $500 Emergency Fund 

2. Get out of Debt 

3. Pay Cash for Your Car 

4. Pay Cash for College 

5. Build wealth and Give. 

Introduction to Business: (2nd semester) This course provides an introduction to the wide variety of 

concepts in the business world, including the economy, types of businesses, marketing concepts, world 

trade, labor and employment, banking, credit, and insurance. Students will use the internet to research 

current business topics and various computer programs to improve money management skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Accounting I 

Point Value:  3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 10th – 12th 

Prerequisites: None 

Students will learn the accounting cycle for a service business and a merchandising business.  The 

Cengage Century 21 Accounting General Journal Book will be used and topics covered include analyzing 

transactions into debit and credit parts, using general journals, special journals, and ledgers, cash control 

systems, and preparing a variety of financial statements.  Students will not only learn accounting 

concepts of how and why we use accounting, but also how to format these concepts into useful 

spreadsheets on the computer.  They will also complete accounting project simulations both manually 

and on the computer throughout the course.  

  

Accounting II 

Point Value:  3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 11th-12th 

Prerequisites: Accounting I 

This is an independent study class.  Students will learn departmentalized accounting, accounting control 

systems, general accounting adjustments, and corporation accounting.     

 

 

CTE: FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Life After High School 

Point Value: 1 point 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 11 & 12 

Prerequisites: None 

Life After High School is a comprehensive course designed to help students acquire the knowledge and 

skills necessary for the transition from high school into adulthood.  This course emphasizes setting goals, 

decision making, time management, and organization.  Students identify personal strengths and develop 

leadership skills. LAHS curriculum covers interpersonal skills, conflict resolution, and healthy 

relationships.  Students will identify wellness strategies through exploring basic nutrition, self care, and 

stress management.   Additional life skills learned in LAHS include money management, budgeting, 

cooking,meal planning, and sewing.  This is a hands-on course where students participate in independent 

and group projects, presentations, cooking and sewing labs, activities and discussion. 

 

 

 

ELA COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

English 9 

Point Value:  3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 9th Required for Graduation 

Prerequisites: None 

Freshman English is the foundation for the next three years of high school.  Basic grammar skills, reading 

comprehension, vocabulary and writing skills are the fundamentals covered in Freshman English. 

Literature will include fiction, nonfiction, drama, and mythology.  

  



English 10 

Point Value:  3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 10th Required for Graduation 

Prerequisites: English 9 

Sophomore English is designed to build upon the skills learned as freshmen and is intended as a survey 

of World literature. Sophomore English also focuses on oral communication, composition, short stories, 

fiction, non-fiction, drama, and poetry.  

  

English 11 

Point Value:  3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 11th Required for Graduation 

Prerequisites: English 10 

Junior English is intended as a survey of American literature. The works of a variety of authors will 

represent various periods in American literature.  However, students will also read one of Shakespeare’s 

plays.  Juniors also devote some time to preparing for the ACT.  

  

 

English 12 

Point Value:  3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 12th Required for Graduation 

Prerequisites: English 11 

Senior English is intended as a survey of British literature and social literature. The works of a variety of 

authors will represent various periods in British literature.  Seniors will study the origins of the English 

language, and will gain communication skills needed for life after high school. Seniors will complete an 

extensive research project and study poetry.  

  

College Writing (Dual Credit Option) 

Point Value: 4 points 

Course Length: One Semester .5 credit (3 College credits) 

Dual enrollment courses offer students an opportunity to earn high school and college credit (through 

Gallatin College) at the same time. MSU Catalog Course Description: This course studies the nature 

and practice of reading and writing as human interaction, with particular attention to elements of writing 

process and craft, to present new conceptions of writing as students enter the university writing 

environment. 

 

English Foundations I and II  

Point Value:  2 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 9-12  

Prerequisites: Teacher approval required for admittance 

Both English Foundations electives are designed for students who need a smaller and slower-paced 

learning environment. These classes cover the same content material as the other non-elective English 

classes, simply, at a different pace. Emphasis is placed on oral exploration of assigned texts with one on 

one or small group instruction. This allows students increased opportunity with explicit text analysis, 

making inferences related to text concepts, and assessment of connecting elements to other literary 

works and personal experience. English Foundations I is designed for Freshman and Sophomore 

students, and English Foundations II is designed for Junior and Senior students. 



 

 

HEALTH ENHANCEMENT COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

High School Health Enhancement 
Point Value: 2 points 
Course Length: One year 1 credit  
Grade Level: Recommended 9th & 10th grade years – 2 years required for graduation 
Prerequisites: None 
Health Enhancement is designed to teach the learner about total health, which includes the physical, 
emotional, mental, and social growth of the individual. This course will provide information, education, and 
support in helping students to take responsibility for their own health. The student will learn to practice 
principles of safe living and disease prevention. Overall fitness will be stressed throughout the course with 
an emphasis on many team sports and other activities. Health Enhancement will help to develop social 
skills and improve self-confidence and self-esteem. The overall goal of this course is to introduce and 
promote ways in which each individual can be lifelong advocates of health and wellness.   
 

 
Weight Training and Lifetime Sports  
Point Value: 1 point 
Course Length: 1 year 1 credit 
Grade Level: All 
Prerequisites: None 
Weight training is designed to increase strength, flexibility, speed, and agility. Students will learn proper 
lifting techniques as well as appropriate warm-up and cool down activities.  Lifting will be conducted 2-3 
days a week with a goal of helping each individual find a benefit from weight training. Lifetime sports, 
such as golf, bocce ball, tennis, badminton, and croquet, will be conducted 1-2 days a week.  
 

 

 

MATHEMATICS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

Transition Algebra 

Point Value:  2 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 9,10 

Prerequisites:  none 

This course is designed to be a review of Pre Algebra and Basic Math concepts, targeting specific student 

gaps in conceptual learning and understanding. In addition to group instruction, individualized online 

learning tools are used to diagnose and enhance students’ mathematical needs in order to better ensure 

a successful experience in Algebra 1.  

 

Algebra I 

Point Value:  3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 8, 9 

Prerequisites:  8th grade students -teacher approval required for admittance 

This course is designed for the 9th grade or advanced 8th grade student with permission of former math 

teacher. 

The topics in Algebra I include:  solving simple and complex equations and inequalities, solving and 

applying proportions, solving and graphing linear, exponential, and quadratic functions, systems of 

equations and inequalities, polynomials and factoring, radical and rational expressions and functions, 

different forms of data representations, and calculating and interpreting measures of central tendency. 

Real world applications are integrated throughout the course. 

 



Geometry 

Point Value: 3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 9,10 

Prerequisites: Algebra I 

The topics covered in Geometry include: reasoning and proofs, parallel and perpendicular lines, 

congruent triangles, relationships within triangles, properties of quadrilaterals, area of polygons, similarity, 

right triangle trigonometry, surface area and volume of complex figures, circles, transformations, and 

probability. Real world applications are integrated throughout the course. 

 

 

 

 

AGS Geometry 

Point Value: 2 points 

Course Length:  One year 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisites: Teacher approval required for admittance 

AGS Geometry is an introductory geometry class mainly concerned with two and three-dimensional 

figures and their properties. Students will use basic algebra, inductive and deductive reasoning, 

constructions, measurement, and coordinate geometry to explore these properties and students will learn 

to apply geometry to situations in their own lives.  The text is written for students who need extra help 

grasping new mathematical concepts. 

 

Technical Math 

Point Value: 2 points 

Course Length:  One year 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisites:  teacher approval required for admittance 

 This class is focused on review of basic math, algebra, and geometry. 

Basic topics will include: the real number system with focus on integers and rational numbers in various 

forms,  using percents, measuring and applying measures of US Customary and Metric systems, solving 

equations and formulas, ratios and proportional reasoning, polynomials, graphing linear equations and 

systems of equations, geometry including area, surface area, and volume, right triangle trigonometry,  

and statistical reasoning and graphs. 

 

Algebra 2 

Point Value:  3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisites:  Algebra I and Geometry 

A continuation of Algebra concepts, this course consists of a deeper understanding of linear, quadratic, 

and exponential functions and extends to include polynomial, rational, and radical functions. Other topics 

include complex numbers, properties of logarithms, transformation of functions, probability distributions, 

and using functions to model situations - including trigonometry to model periodic phenomena. This 

course is NOT recommended for students who have not passed Algebra 1 with a “C” or better average. 

 

 

 

 



Precalculus 

Point Value:  4 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 11, 12 

Prerequisites:  Geometry and grade “C” or better in Algebra 2 

The primary purpose of Precalculus is to prepare the student for an introductory Calculus course at the 

college level. Topics include the study of complex numbers; polynomial, logarithmic, exponential, rational, 

right trigonometric, and circular functions, and their relations, inverses and graphs; trigonometric identities 

and equations; solutions of right and oblique triangles; vectors; the polar coordinate system; mathematical 

induction; matrix algebra; sequences and series; and limits and continuity. This course requires strong 

math skills and a thorough understanding of both Algebra 2 and Geometry. Precalculus is a demanding, 

upper-division, elective math course requiring a commitment to hard work. 

 

Calculus 

Point Value:  4 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisites:  Grade 75% or better in Precalculus 

This course includes a thorough study of differentiation and integration with many applications. Limits and 

continuity are investigated in-depth. The course will emphasize the importance of mathematics studied to 

date. After completion of this course, the student may wish to take the Advanced Placement Test. This 

course requires strong math skills, a commitment to hard work, and a good attitude towards upper level 

mathematics. Upon completion of this course, students should be able to succeed in Calculus in college 

without any remediation.   

 

SCIENCE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

Earth Science 

Point Value:  3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 9th 

Prerequisites:  Physical Science 

Earth Science focuses on studying the planet and its place in our solar system and the universe.  The 

four main branches of Earth Science include: Astronomy, Geology, Meteorology, and Oceanography. 

Topics to be addressed include, but are not limited to, the scientific method, mapping Earth’s surface, 

minerals, rocks, plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, geologic time, meteorology, and astronomy.  

Students participate in laboratory exercises, small group activities, web based investigations, class 

discussions, projects, and research. 

 

Biology 

Point Value:  3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 10th 

Prerequisites: Earth Science 

The first semester of Biology covers concepts in biological principles, taxonomy, cellular biology, energy 

transport, DNA and genetics, and evolutionary theory.  Second semester is a study of the interaction 

between life on the planet and the diversity of life forms. We begin viruses and work our way through 

protists, fungi, plants, invertebrates, and vertebrates. This is accomplished through a traditional 

comparative anatomy curriculum which includes a number of dissections including but not limited to: 

romalea, worms, squid, crayfish, fish, and bullfrogs. For some students, this may be the final science 

course in their high school career and is therefore, commensurately rigorous. 



 

Advanced Biology 

Point Value:  4 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 11th, 12th 

Prerequisites: Biology 

The first semester of Advanced Biology covers a traditional anatomy and physiology course which 

includes a review of major body cells and tissues and a comprehensive study of the body's major organ 

systems including: the integumentary, skeletal, muscular, nervous, endocrine, circulatory, lymphatic, 

respiratory, and digestive systems.  Second semester is less formal with an exploration of a number of 

topics centered around student interest.  Typical study includes a period of medical case studies directly 

related to the first semester topics which stress students' critical thought and ability to synthesize 

information by formulating a medical diagnosis from patient signs and symptoms.  Analogous to our case 

studies, is a course on wilderness medicine with exposes students to a patient assessment system and 

the practical applications of our classroom study.  This portion of the class is often outdoors and hands 

on.  The final portion of the semester includes a fetal pig dissection and often a few weeks discussing 

topics in bioethics.  This is a rigorous course that demands a high level of student participation, effort, and 

interest. 

 

 

Chemistry  

Point Value:  4 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 11, 12   

Prerequisites: Biology (completion or current enrollment in Algebra II) 

Offerings:  This course is currently offered every other year.  Currently in beginning in fall 

semesters with odd year endings (ex. 2017, 2019, 2021, etc.) 

The fundamental goal of Chemistry is for students to explore and understand the nature of matter and its 

interactions at a fundamental level.  The course includes a large lab component which stresses not only 

knowledge of content but also creativity and lab process skills. Topics in Chemistry include, but are not 

limited to: measurement,atomic structure, electron configuration, the periodic table, bonding, gas laws, 

properties of liquids and solids, solutions, stoichiometry, reactions, kinetics, equilibrium, acids and bases, 

and nuclear chemistry.  This is a rigorous course that demands a high level of student participation, effort, 

and interest. 

 

Physics 

Point Value:  4 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 11, 12  

Prerequisites: Biology (completion (preferred) or current enrollment in Algebra II) 

Offerings:  This course is currently offered every other year.  Currently beginning in fall semesters 

with even year endings (ex. 2022, 2024, 2026, etc.) 

The fundamental goal of Physics is for students to understand the nature and behavior of matter in the 

universe.  The first semester of the course primarily focuses on Newtonian mechanics and the study of 

motion, forces, gravitation, momentum, and energy.  Second semester focuses on states of matter, 

waves, sound, light, electromagnetism and quantum theory.  This course has a high expectation for 

student involvement and participation in labs and class discussions.  There is a focus on using 

mathematics, thought experiment, and experimentation of scientific discoverers to follow their path to 

discovery of the fundamental nature of the universe.   

 



 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

World History 

Point Value: 3 points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 10 - Required for graduation 

Prerequisites: None 

Content: This course will be a survey of civilizations, and cultures and interactions between different 

groups from all over the world.  The time period studied is from 500 a.d. to the 19th century. The course 

focuses on Western Civilization; however, some Middle Eastern and Asian history will be covered. Topics 

covered will include: Feudalism, Middle Ages, the Crusades, England and France as countries, the 

Hundred Years War, the Plague, Native American societies, the Renaissance and Reformation, cultural 

blending, European exploration, New World colonization, European monarchs and absolutism, Scientific 

Revolution and the Enlightenment, revolutions, and the Industrial Revolution.   

 

Students will be expected to: 

-Make a Narrative Collage (poster)                                      - Class discussions/debates 

-Write essays on all chapter tests                                   - Make cultural comparisons 

-Develop cultural awareness                                          - Read daily 

-Take notes from the projector                                    - Work in groups (cooperatively) 

-Develop questions and answers in a group                - Apply historical change categories 

-Conduct research                                                                  - Develop group presentations 

- Play online game simulations    - Play in class games 

- Take quizzes                         - Write research papers 

 

U.S. History 

Point Value: 3 Points 

Course Length: One year 1 credit 

Grade Level: 11 - Required for graduation 

Prerequisites: World History 

Content: U.S History is a survey course that will cover the historical events from Colonization to the Cold 

war- 1400’s to 1970’s.  General topics to be covered include the following: Native American Cultures, 

Colonization, The Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Westward expansion, Slavery, Pre Civil war, the Civil 

War, Reconstruction, Gilded Age, Spanish American War, Progressivism, World War I, the Roaring 20’s, 

The Great Depression,  World War II,  Korean War, The Vietnamese conflict, and the Cold War. The 

instructor will focus on Montana History and events as they relate to the topics discussed.  Students will 

be expected to: 

-Make a Narrative Collage (poster)                               - Class discussions/debates 

- Write essays on all chapter tests                                 - Make cultural comparisons 

- Develop cultural awareness                                        - Read daily 

-Take notes from the projector                                     - Work in groups (cooperatively) 

- Develop questions and answers in a group              - Apply historical change categories 

-Conduct research/write a paper                                  - Develop group presentations 

- Play online game simulations          - Play in class games 

- Take quizzes     - Analyze primary source documents 

- Interpret historical quotes   - Attend a legislative session in proper attire and conduct 

 

 



Government 

Point Value: 3 points 

Course length: One Year 1 credit 

Grade level: 12 Required for Graduation 

Prerequisites: U.S and World History 

Content: Senior government will cover and focus on the three branches of our system of government; 

Legislative, Judicial, Executive. Other topics will include: Economic Systems, Political Systems, Voting, 

Elections, and Political Parties, How a Bill Becomes a Law, Democracy vs. Republic, The Constitution, 

and particular current events as they arise. In addition a lengthy research paper will be required. The 

paper is usually done in conjunction with the English class.  Students will be expected to:                        

- Participate in Class discussions/debates                     - Write a lengthy research paper 

- Write essays on all chapter tests                                              - Read daily 

-Take notes from the projector                                       - Work in groups (cooperatively) 

- Develop questions and answers in a group                - Conduct research                            

- Develop group presentations                                        - Take both semester tests 

- Develop individual presentations                                 - Think critically about social issues 

-Debate both sides of an issue                                    - Understand their political views 

-Understand other people’s views                                 - Read The Law by Frederick Bastiat 

- Read The Communist Manifesto by Marx and Engels  - Complete a comprehensive Senior   

-  Take Quizzes                                                                                                   Research Project                                                                                                                                                  

- Interpret Political Cartoons     - Play online simulations   

- Interpret Historical Quotes and Pictures   

- Analyze Primary source documents    - Attend a legislative session in proper 

attire and conduct 

     

Psychology 

Point Value: 4 points 

Course Length: 1 year 1 credit (Social Studies Elective) 

Grade Level: 11, 12 

Content: Psychology is the study of the mind and human behavior. The course will cover topics such as: 

the history of psychology, scientific method, research, development throughout the lifespan, parenting 

styles, adolescence, gender, the nervous system, consciousness, sensation and perception, the body 

and behavior, learning, memory and thought, thinking and language, motivation and emotion, personality 

and individuality, psychological testing, IQ, personality testing, stress and health, and disorders and 

treatments. The class is a strong discussion based class. 

Students will be expected to: 

- Display mature and appropriate behavior at all times  - Take Quizzes 

- Conduct research and present to the class    - Conduct a group research project 

- Participate in discussions     - Write a research Paper 

- Take notes from projector     - Develop empathy 

- Read the text       - Write essays on tests 

- Take quizzes       - Participate in experiments/activity’s 

 

Sociology 

Point Value: 4 points 

Course Length: 1 Year 1 credit (Social Studies Elective) 

Grade Level: 11, 12 

Content- Sociology is the study of society and group relationships. This course will cover research 

methods, culture, society, socialization, social structure, groups, deviance and control, social stratification, 



race and inequality, education, sports, marriage and family, role strain and conflict. This class is a strong 

discussion based class. 

Students will be expected to: 

- Display mature and appropriate behavior at all times. 

- Conduct research and present to the class in a group; or individually 

- Participate in discussions 

- Take notes from projector 

- Read the text 

- Develop questions and answers in a group or alone 

- Understand and empathize with others 

- Develop a Marriage Questionnaire 

- Do an in depth research project 

- Observe different settings (children on playground) 

- Develop a role and status sheet 

 

Current Events 

Point Value: 2 points 

Course Length: 1 year 1 credit (Social Studies Elective) 

Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 

Content: Current Events is a class that focuses on local, state, national and world events. Students will 

discuss and research causes and effects of events as they arise. Wars, conflicts, cultures, governments, 

geography and other topics will be discussed and researched. This is a strong participation/discussion 

based class. 

Students will be expected to: 

● Work in groups cooperatively 

● Conduct research and present findings to the class. 

● Develop presentations using powerpoint, research papers, posters or a combination of those 

media 

● Bring in newspaper, or magazine articles 

 

Images of America 

Point Value: 2 Points 

Course Length: 1 Year 1 Credit (Social Studies Elective) 

Grade Level 11, 12 

Content: This course is designed to help bring about a more complete understanding of history and our 

culture via the use of film in the class. The course is delivered chronologically beginning with the 

Revolutionary War and intended to end with the current century. Movies shown are historical based and 

have cultural significance and/or historical accuracy.  

Student will be expected to: 

-Display a mature attitude at all times  - Understand that this IS an academic class 

- Develop and Display empathy   - Understand different historical perspectives 

-Conduct research    - Write complete responses to questions in paragraph 

form 

- Participate in class Discussions   - Engage with the movies presented 

- Use Critical Thinking skills   - Apply previous historical knowledge 

- Analyze time periods    - Compare and Contrast fact and fiction 

- Analyze historical accuracy   - Determine Bias 

- Analyze Primary sources    - Interpret allegorical movies 

- Develop an opinion on topics   - Understand opposing views 

 



Economics 

Point Value: 3 

Course Length: 1 Year 1 Credit (Social Studies Elective) 

Grade Level: 11, 12 

  

Economics is the study of how individuals and societies make deskins concerning the allocation of scarce 

resources. This course will focus on comprehending the basic concepts of economics and how those 

concepts are used at the individual, corporate and governmental levels. Economic thinking will be 

emphasized. Topics covered will be, scarcity, supply and demand, types of economies, markets, business 

and labor, wages, money and banking, saving and investing, GDP, unemployment, taxation, federal 

spending, fiscal and monetary policy, deficits and the debt, the Federal Reserve, and international trade. 

  

 

 

Students will be expected to: 

-Develop and practice an economic way of thinking            - Read a book and write a review 

- Take notes                                                                          - Participate in discussions 

- Take notes from projector                                                                           - Take quizzes and 

Tests 

- Read the text                                                                   - Conduct research    

- Write essays in paragraph form                                         - Interpret political cartoons 

- Analyze Primary source documents                                  - View videos and listen to tapes 

- Play online simulations                                                      - Present to the class   

  

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

High School Art 

Point Value: 1 

Length of Class:  Full Year, 1 Credit 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisites:  None 

The aim of this class is to give students the tools, techniques, and opportunity to be able to express their 

own ideas and thoughts visually using artistic methods and mediums such as drawing, painting, 

sculpture, ceramics, and printmaking. Students will also gain an understanding of, and hopefully 

appreciation for, art and its role in life, history, and society through the study of artists throughout history 

as well as contemporary work of today. This is a project-based class with a heavy emphasis on in-class 

participation.  

 

Digital Graphic Design Basics 

Point Value: 2 

Length of Class: One Semester, .5 Credit 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Prerequisites:  High School Art 

In this course, students will learn a basic understanding of design principles, visual communication, and 

visual literacy. Students will be given instruction on using adobe design software such as Illustrator, 

photoshop, and InDesign, and use this software to create a logo, a pamphlet, and a poster for an 

imaginary event/company.  

 

 

 



High School Band 

Point Value: 1 

Length of Class:  Full Year, 1 Credit 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisites:  None  

This class will focus on learning to perform on your chosen band instrument.  Reading music, notation, 

symbols and vocabulary will be an integral part of the class.  Many different genres of music will be 

covered such as: rock, folk, classical, jazz, patriotic, native, and many others.  All band students will be 

required to perform in pep-band, winter and spring concerts and music festivals as part of their grade.  

Homework will be 15 minutes of practice 4 days a week. (Some Instrumental music knowledge is 

preferred when signing up for band.) 

 

 

High School Choir 

Point Value: 1 

Length of Class:  Full Year, 1 Credit 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Prerequisites:  None  

High School Choir will meet everyday during study hall.  This class will focus on learning to sing correctly 

alone and with others.  Reading music, notation, symbols and vocabulary will be an integral part of the 

class.  Many different genres of music will be covered such as: rock, folk, classical, jazz, patriotic, native, 

and many others.  All choir students will be required to perform in winter and spring concerts, the National 

Anthem at some ball games and music festivals as part of their grade.  Homework will be a minimum of 

15 minutes of singing 5 days a week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


